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A RESOLUTION to honor and commend the Tennessee Wildlife 

Federation upon its seventy-fifth anniversary. 
 
 WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly recognize those 

exemplary nongovernmental organizations that, through their unwavering commitment to a 

noble cause, are a credit to this State; and  

WHEREAS, the Tennessee Wildlife Federation is one such commendable organization 

that is celebrating its seventy-fifth anniversary of ceaseless support of science-based wildlife 

conservation this year; and  

WHEREAS, this wildlife conservation nonprofit was established as the Tennessee 

Conservation League by a coalition of sportsmen and outdoors writers who set the example of 

selfless dedication to the voiceless flora and fauna of this State; and  

WHEREAS, Tennessee is the most biologically diverse inland state in these United 

States of America and therefore has a tremendous duty to its natural heritage, which was in dire 

condition in the early 20th century; and  

WHEREAS, the Federation successfully campaigned in 1949 for the passage of the law 

that established the Tennessee Fish and Game Commission, the precursor to the State's first 

professional wildlife management agency; and  

WHEREAS, every year since 1965, the Tennessee Wildlife Federation has graciously 

held up and celebrated the conservation work of individuals and organizations outside itself 

through its Conservation Achievement Awards; and  

WHEREAS, the organization led the writing and passage of the 1971 Tennessee Water 

Pollution Control Act; and  
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WHEREAS, the Federation led the campaign to pass the Wetlands Acquisition Act in 

1986 that has since conserved hundreds of thousands of acres of critical and sensitive wetlands 

and uplands across the State; and  

WHEREAS, the Federation refounded in 1998, and has since run Hunters for the 

Hungry, so that generous hunters may easily donate venison to feed hungry Tennessee 

families, totaling more than 7.6 million servings; and  

WHEREAS, since 2005, the Federation has operated the Tennessee Scholastic Clay 

Target Program that has introduced tens of thousands of youth to the shotgun-shooting sports, 

creating lifelong outdoorsmen and women and the support for conservation they generate; and  

WHEREAS, since 2009, the Federation's Hunting and Fishing Academy has carried 

hunting traditions into the next generation for thousands of Tennessee youth; and  

WHEREAS, the Federation led the successful 2010 campaign to amend the Tennessee 

Constitution to enshrine individuals' right to hunt and fish; and  

WHEREAS, the organization led the passage of the 2012 Tennessee Prescribed 

Burning Act to reverse the negative impacts of fire suppression in the State; and  

WHEREAS, the Tennessee Wildlife Federation was honored by the National Wildlife 

Federation as its affiliate of the year four times, most recently in 2018; and  

WHEREAS, the Federation's Habitat Conservation program is directly responsible for 

the restoration or conservation of more than 13,000 acres, the planting of more than 300,000 

trees, and assisting with land purchases that have improved access to thousands of acres of 

public land; and  

WHEREAS, the Tennessee Wildlife Federation has served as a valuable partner and 

voice of Tennesseans to government entities such as the Tennessee Wildlife Resources 

Agency, the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation, the Tennessee 

Department of Transportation, the Tennessee Valley Authority, and this General Assembly; and  
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WHEREAS, the Tennessee Wildlife Federation is a tireless sentry for longstanding and 

rising threats to the awe-inspiring tapestry of our natural world – whether manmade, disease, 

invasive species, or indifference – and for this work, the organization should be specially 

recognized; now, therefore,  

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED TWELFTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

CONCURRING, that we honor and commend the board and staff, past and present, of the 

Tennessee Wildlife Federation for their tireless and selfless work to conserve Tennessee's rich 

network of wildlife, water, and wild places for the employment and benefit of all Tennesseans. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy and upon proper request made to 

the appropriate clerk, the language appearing immediately following the State seal appear 

without House or Senate designation. 


